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AKERIES

“x %) Full-service bakery/restaurant w
snch touch, 17370 Preston at Campbe,
29, Daily 7-3. 2nd location: 2205 N Cent
23 SunThur 11-10, Fri-Sat 7:30-11. § to

SAKERY (% % %) Famiy-owned bakery

. occasional flaws but loads of charm.
. include Jubdee salad & Hawaiian ham
smey desserts. 1501 Preston. (972)
3(}530 s

BAKERY Bagels, sandwiches, soups,
(972) 612-8600. Mon-Thur 6:30-8, Fri

ﬂh) French bakery-cale known for its
Stissarie chicken, breads & pastries. New
& light tuna sandwich. 5000 W Park at
*270. Sun-Thur 7 am-10 pm, Fr-Sat 7

*x &%) Offshoot of onginal Deep Elum
alian cream cake. Other cakes outstand-

The Duflas Morning News: Summer May
The Swan Court in Richardson festures continental cuisine in a quiet, intimate setting.

Swan Court

S Tasty lunch
Ste 369. (972) 964-0111. Mon-Thur 7:30
ant, Sat 8-mdnt, Sun noon-11. §.

ARBECUE

25t-market location is smaller & more
1es, menu aiso introduces sandwiches &
*rion rings shine & other sides aiso good;
18178 Dalas Pkwy at Frankford. (972)
11-9:30 (drive-thru tll 11), Fri-Sat 11-10
tipie other locations. $.

AXK) Meat is king at this offshoot of
nbeatable brisket & pulled pork (a new
chicken & ham. Onion rings still probably
itmosphere than original, w table service.
Dalas Todway. (972) 447-0102. Daiy

£ BBQ (% x) Beef scores most paints,

en are good. foo. Unassuming
? 525 W Arapaho, Richard-
4 -9, §.
S
CAJUN
ne fare ing rich chicken-andousfie gumbo,
= meatball sandwich, soft praines. Unfan-
“ant Expv‘y (972) 424-5261. Mon-Thur
118

t!'h)mqemeruolddmushmmde
5. good choices inc! hot-spicy pork &
=omm:nm altentive service. 2300
3§1-0071. Sun-Thur 11-10, Fri-Sat 11-11
11-2). §8.
SESTAURANT (%) Bufiet's the thing
3-mi area. 2040 W Spring Creek. (972)
*-10, Fri 11-11, Sat 11:30-11; Sun brunch

-) Good food & friendly service in simple
\972) 423-2666. Mon-Fri 11-8:30, Sat

- Mon-Fri 11-3, Sat noon-3. $.

%) Offshoot of Lewisvile fave offers
chicken & com soup & qood house

ncken w suzing goiden fice. “Heart-
" anqud atmosphere; staff. 2001
(972) 758-0808. Sun-Thur 11-, Fri-Sat
12, Sat §-10. §8.

Uh) Mammoth portions of good Chinese
;. 3741 Preston, Frisco. (972} 335-2772.
~ p.m. Lunch buffet Mon-Fri 11-2, dinner

38,
cheery little estaurant; Mongofian beef
2001 Coit. (972) 596-3327. Mon-Sat

& %% Excellent counter-service Chinese
Sii i garkc sauce, orange beef. 1501
46. Dady 11-10. §.

>cg food, pretty setting, nice hinch butfet,
3N Collins, Richardson. (972) §44-0404.
. dinner Sun-Thur 3-10, Fri-Sat 5-11. $ to

, whether you order from reguiar
to Japanese tastes. Among
j ky svem&-smr pad(

aneat,
75(1] 14th at m (972) 881 1388

“aslhoddmwgmleggrdls other
N Hwy, (214) 503-8181. Sun-Thur 11-10,
cation: 701 W Parker. (972) 424-8028.
1 11-10:30, §.
) Longtime Chinese favorite touts huge
Slee fare in pleasant setting. Daily lunch
2. (721 N Cent Expwy. (972} 881-9315.
e' Sun-Thar 59, Fri-Sat 5-9:30. § to $§.
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Food *xx%
Service xxxx
Atmosphere *xx%

For years I've driven past the
“Swan Court” sign on the Central
Expressway frontage road at the
Richardson/Plano border. But | nev-
er bothered to check out just what,
or where, this place is.

My misteke. This is one of the
classiest eateries around these parts,
no matter how curious the location.

It's also pricier than most of the
upscale chain restaurants farther up
Central, but the clientele seemed a
lot broader than just businesspeople
on expense accounts.

First the details: You know the tall
silver building near Renner and Cen-
tral with “US DATA" on top? Swan
Court is on the first floor. You can
park free in the underground garage.

Inside, the oddly shaped, two-level
restaurant Is divided between a con-
ventional dining room and a bar/sup-
per ciub where you'll find live music
and dancing on most nights. There's
lots of light at lunchtime, but for
dinner the restaurant turns elegant
and intimate, with dark, rich woods,
quiet colors and low lamps.

Except, that is, for an inexplicable
bright red grand piano. Does Stein-
way make them that way?

They call the cuisine continental,
heavy in steaks and seafood, with
veal, chicken and pasta tossed in. On
two recent visits, there wasn’t a seri-
ous misstep along the way.

For appetizers, we tried escargots
($6.95), very tender and swimming in
garlic butter. Delicious, but a bit too
salty, even for my sodium-loving mis-
sus. Gulf crab cakes ($6.95) were a
tad oily, but also very good. No nits
at all to pick about the soup of the
day ($3.95) a creamy New England
clam chowder.

The house salad (inciuded with en-
trees) was generous both with vari-
ous greens and pine nuts, and fea-
tured a walnut sherry vinaigrette. The

sweet sherry drowned out the wal- .

nuts, but | liked it fine.

Both beef entrees were well-pre-
pared and beautifully presented, but
rather unexciting. Steak Diane

($19.50) was an excellent filet, sau-
teed with onions and mushrooms in a
wine sauce. Veal rollatini ($18.75),
stuffed with crab and spinach in a
Madeira sauce, was hearty but
spiced a little too subtly for our
tastes.

We were more enthusiastic about
the seafood. Braised Norwegian
salmon ($16.75), topped with lemon
thyme butter, and blackened orange
roughy ($14.50), spicy but not over-
seasoned, were excellent.

Side dishes were flawless. Angel
hair pasta was cooked perfectly,
sweet-and-sour red cabbage was de-
licious, sweet potato was less mushy
than you're probably used to, and
long strips of a light-green vegetable
were slightly crunchy with a hint of
mint.

| guessed they were zucchini. The
missus said celery. Nope, said the
waiter — peeled broccoli stems. Why
have we been throwing them away?

Doggie bags are cheerfully provid-
ed, and you'll need them to save
space for dessert. Creme brulee
($4.75) was fine, but the flourless
chocolate cake ($4.75), with pow-
dered sugar and raspberry sauce,
was far more seductive. Curiously,
the raspberry sauce was cross-
poilinated with whole strawberries,
but never mind.

If you're just sharing one, howev-
er, go for the tropical fruit Napoleon
($4.50), beautifully constructed, flaky
and sweet. it seemed a shame to
carve it up, but our resistance quickly
crumbled.

Service was great: smart and effi-
cient yet subtle, a real change from
the chirpy, overanxious folks who
want to be friends and really, really
hope I'm having a great day.

So the problem here isn't attitude,
it's altitude. The windows are huge,
but the view is ground floor. Why
couidn’t Swan Court be on the roof?

— Michael Precker

2435 N. Central Expressway (between
Renner and Campbell), Richardaon.
(972) 235-7926. Monday-Thursday 11
a.m. to 2 p-m. and 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m,,
:r&day-Sﬂurday 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

THU.

FARMERS BRANCH
Money matters: Cer-
tified financial planner
Bob Hail presents a
free estate planning
program from 1 to 3 p.m. today at
the Manske Library on Webb Cha-
pel. See Library activities.

MCKIN E Y/
FARMERS RANCH
Laugh explosion:
Catch the Little-Oft-

1 4 the-Square Players

presentation of the
melodrama Who's Minding the
Mine? at the McKinney Cafe on Lou-
isiana tonight and Saturday. Dinner
starts at 6:30, show at 8. See Dinner
theater.

Wheels and deals: Take in the Cy-
cleaction motorcycle swap meet,
bike show and sale today through

Sunday on Stemmons. See Events.
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Minireviews, sxcept where noted, mmwmm
Rick Holter, Jane Sumner, Chris Vognar or Philip Wuntch.
mnwnmmmmmm
not been reted.

FILMS & THEATERS

MCKINNEY

MCKINNEY MOVIES 4 (CINEMARK) 1720 S Central
Expressway (btwn £1 Dorado & Loutsiana) . Metro (372)
562-2522. Todey: Private Parts, Jungle 2 Jungle, Siing Biade,
Mervin's Room, Donnis Brasco, Booty Caf, The Empire Sirikes
Back, Shine, Absokste Powsr, Fooks Aush in, That Oam Cal,
Vigas Vacation, Dante’s Peak, Star Wars, Jerry Mague.
Opening Frt: Retum of the Jed{ City of bustry.

PLANO

AMC CENTRAL PARK 7 Park Bivd and N Cen. (214)
855-5444, Todey: Jungle 2 Jungle, Marwn’s Room, Donnie
Brasco, Vagas Vacation, Shine, The English Patient, Star Wars.
Opening Frk Lowe Jones.

QCC COLLIN CREEX § 501 Accent Drive, (972) 424-0855.
Todey: Privete Parts, Booty Cak That Dam Cat, Dante's Pesk,
Evits, Jorry Maguire. Opening Fri: Return of the Jedi

PLANO MOVIES 10 (CINEMARK) Westpark Vig Shopping Ctr,
Coit & Park Rd. (972) 9856022, Todey: The Preacher’s Wike,
Zous and Aoxanne, The Pest, The Crucile, Ferce Creatures,
Michee! Collins, Tha Ghosts of Mississippi, Ransom, Mars
Attacks!, One Fine Day. Space Jam, The Mirror Has Two Faces.
Opening Fri: 707 Damatians, Beavis and Butt-head Do
Amexica, The Evening Star, First Striks.
mﬂmN(‘maleBMi (972) 423-9136.
Todey: Mother, The Empie Strkes Back, Rosewood, Absolute
Power, Fools Rush In, The Beautician and the Beast. Opening
Fri: Citv of Ingustry
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